Otherness and the Other
	The Other or otherness is a key concept in philosophy. It refers to that which is 'other' than the concept being considered. The term often means a person or idea other than oneself. The Other is singled out as different and is often subject to alienation from the mainstream as a result of its otherness.  The characteristics of the Other are determined by a person or culture’s idea of what is opposite or opposing to itself.  In other words, a person or group’s identity is defined exactly by its differences to the Other.  Without the Other, we would not have parameters by which to define ourselves. One literary theorist explains it thus:
	"What appear to be cultural units—human beings, words, meanings, ideas, philosophical systems, social 	organizations—are maintained in their apparent unity only through an active process of exclusion, 	opposition, and hierarchization. Other phenomena or units must be represented as foreign or 'other' through 	representing a hierarchical dualism in which the unit is 'privileged' or favored, and the other is devalued in 	some way."
	The concept of the Other has often been used by philosophers and literary theorists to explain why racism and sexism occur. Simone de Beauvoir, a well-known French feminist, believed that men have historically viewed women as the Other.  This allowed them both to define their own identities as opposite to the ideas they associated with women but also to subjugate women under the idea that because the feminine is different from the masculine, it must be lesser. The same idea can be applied to the roots of racism as it has appeared throughout history.  The differences observed in foreign peoples have allowed dominant cultures both to clearly define themselves as coherent or discrete groups but also to oppress those that they see as different—as Other. 
Though the Other is often defined as a specific individual or group of people, symbolic Others may also exist.  For instance, a person may grow up defining themselves in relation to a mother who gave them up for adoption in infancy.  The mother comes to symbolize rejection and alienation for the subject.  They may invent and associate certain ideas with the missing mother without any real basis.  Likewise, the cultural assumptions made by one group about another group are often based more on speculation than on fact.  These assumptions may grow into stereotypes that allow the group to distance itself from the Other.  One particularly vivid example of this is the way in which African American slaves were often characterized by their owners.  Creating this stereotype—this Otherness—allowed the owners to distance themselves from the inhumanity of their actions toward their slaves.  They were able to see the slaves as other than themselves and therefore less human than themselves.

Use the ideas presented in this article to analyze your graphic novel.  Use the following questions to guide your analysis but feel free to explore/expand as you see fit.
Who is considered to be Other?  Who is making this determination?  What characteristics are associated with the Other?  How is the determination that a person or group is Other used by the subject?  

